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Introduction 

Ethiopia knows a religious and cultural heritage that goes back more than 3000 
years. According to their historical narrative, the Ehtiopian people are direct 
descendants from the biblical King Salomon, and one of the first nations that 
adopted Christianity. These days Ethiopian religious life is centered around the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church, one of the oldest Christian denominations in the world.  

The most sacred places for the Ethiopian Orthodox Church are Axum and Lalibela. 
Both places belong to the most unique religious and historical landmarks in the 
world. Axum was once the Capital of a vast Kingdom and you can still find ancient 
structures that are thousands of years old. It is said that Axum holds the original Ark 
of the Covenant, it is carefully protected by a priest who dedicates his life for this 
purpose. Lalibela is known for its ancient monolithic rock hewn churches. The little 
town holds 11 churches that were carved out of solid rock about 1000 years ago. 
Nobody knows how it was done, it is truly a wonder of the world. Both Axum and 
Lalibela are considered extremely holy by the Ethiopian Orthodox Church and 
places of pilgrimage.  

Travel information 
 
Prices:* 3 days Lalibela:  € 299/ $ 350 per person    
  3 Days Axum:   € 299 / $ 350 per person 
  5 Days Axum and lalibela € 499 / $ 589 per person 
 
* based on discounted domestic flights. Contact us for more information 
 
Included: 

- Complete spiritual journey to Axum and/or Lalibela 

- Domestic flights from Addis Ababa 

- Overnight in good hotels  

- English speaking tour leader and professional local guides 

- Entrance fees  

- All entrance fees, taxes, and surcharges included 

 

Not included 
- Soft drinks and alcoholic beverages 

- Tips and gratitudes 

If you want a private tour contact us for a customized travel proposal 
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Program 
 
Day 1 
Early in the morning we’ll bring you to the airport in Addis Ababa from where 
you fly with a domestic flight to Axum in the far north of Ethiopia. You arrive 
around 10:00 am and the rest of the day you can explore the historical city 
center. A professional guide will show you the ancient obelisks and introduces 
you to the sacred place where it is said that the original Ark of the Covenant is 
kept. A day is enough to explore the city center. You stay in a proper hotel.   
 
Accommodation:  Sabean hotel 
Meals:    Breakfast 
 

 
Day 2 
Today we explore the beautiful countryside of Tigray around Axum. It is a 
mountainous landscape with steep cliffs and wide valleys, harboring little rural 
villages. We pass the Adwa Mountains, the place where the infamous battle of 
Adwa took place in 1896, where the Ethiopians resisted the invading Italians. We 
can visit the spot of the actual battlefield and make a hike in the beautiful 
countryside. We can also bring you to Debre Damo, an ancient monestary hidden 

on an isolated mountain 
platteu, only accessible by 
climbing a rope against a 15 
meter high wall. It is an 
amazing place with structures 
older than 1500 years. But 
note that this place is only 
accessible for men. Women are 
not allowed on the mountain 
top, not even female animals. 
But the surrounding area is 
beautiful, perfect to wonder 
around.   
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Accommodation:  Sabean hotel 
Meals:    Breakfast and lunch 
 
Day 3 
In the morning we bring you to the airport from where you fly to Lalibela. The 
flight takes less than an hour, but will save you a full day driving over virtually 
inaccessible terrain.  The rest of the day we will explore the first set of the 
ancient rock hewn churches that are found in Lalibela. A professional guide will 
show you around and give explanations in historical and spiritual context. In the 
evening we can take you to a restaurant on a beautiful spot overlooking the 
whole valley.  
 
Accommodation:  Lal hotel 
Meals:    Breakfast  
 

 
Day 4 
In the morning you’ll visit the older set of 
churches on the far side of town, and in 
the afternoon we offer an Ethiopian 
cooking workshop on a beautiful spot 
overlooking the beautiful valley around 
Lalibela. The rest of the day you can roam 
around in Lalibela on your own to absorb 
the spiritual and laid back atmosphere. 
 
Accommodation:  Lal hotel 
Meals:    Breakfast and  

lunch 
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On Saturdays there is a nice local market and on Sundays you can join an early 
morning mass in one of the churches. If you want to see more of the countryside 
you can choose to spend a day longer to explore the natural environment. There 
are churches in the countryside that are far older than those in Lalibela.  
   

 
Day 5 
You fly back to Addis Ababa where you can end your trip or extend your stay in 
Ethiopia.  
 
Bookings and inquiries:  ibi@rastafari.travel 

  

Community trekking 
If you like hiking then you can consider to stay a few days longer and go on a 
community trekking tour. We work together with an organization that has set 
up trekking routes in the mountains of Wollo and Tigray. You hike over the 
mountains and stay in lodges that are run by local farmers, they provide food 
and shelter. If you are looking for a quiet retreat in rural areas this is a highly 
recommended option. 

 


