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A journey back in time to the ancient city of Harar and the 
Birthplace of H.I.M. Haile Selassie I’ 
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Introduction 

Harar is located about 500 kilometers east of Addis Ababa and is one of the ancient 
cities of Ethiopia. According to UNESCO, it is considered the ‘fourth holy city of 
Islam’, harboring more than 100 mosques, some of them more than 1000 years old. 
Mainly the walled historic city center, known as Harar Jugol, with its alleys and little 
streets, and the lively market will appeal to the imagination. It is also the place 
where His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I grew up.  

We offer short private tours to Harar in small groups. We start driving from Addis 
Ababa with luxury minibus and on the way we spend a night in Awash National Park, 
a protected nature reserve around the Awash river. The next day we arrive in Harar 
where we spend two full days. Local guides will show us around and introduce us 
with the rich history and contemporary life of this unique place. We also make a half 
day trip to Ejersa Goro, a little village in the countryside, which is the actual 
birthplace of His Imperial Majesty! 

Travel information 
 
Price: Budget:  € 299  /  $349 per person (hostel /  

guesthouse) 
  Comfort:  € 399 / $ 465 per person (private room) 
     Single supplement: € 140  
Included: 

- Transport in luxury high roof minibus 

- Visit Awash National Park (entrance fees, guide and scouts included) 

- Overnight in budget hotels or comfortable lodge / hotels   

- English speaking tour leader and local guides 

- City tour Harar 

- Hyena feeding 

- Half day trip to Ejersa Goro (including contribution for Selassie church) 

 

Not included 
- Meals 

- Entrance fees for museums 

- Tips and gratitudes 

If you want to save money you can also go to Harar by public transport. We can help 
facilitate this. Contact us to discuss the options. 
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Program 
 
Day one 
We leave Addis Ababa around 8 am and drive 
eastwards towards Awash National Park, one of 
the great nature reserves of Ethiopia. We arrive 
there around lunchtime and take time to eat and 
relax at Awash falls lodge, a beautiful 
accommodation located next to a waterfall. You 
can walk around along the river looking for 
crocodiles, and in the late afternoon we explore 
the park by car.  You can spend the night at the 
lodge or in a cheap hotel outside the park.  
 
Accommodation: Awash falls lodge or local  

       hotel 
Meals:         Breakfast 
  
Day 2 
After breakfast we continue our drive eastwards to Harar. On the way you can 
enjoy the beautiful African scenery, and before we enter Harar we stop at the 
largest Khat market in the world. Khat, a mildly natural narcotic, is a commodity 
here and people have been using it for centuries. You are free to give it a try, but 
beware of possible health risks. In the late afternoon we arrive in Harar. We’ll 
make a brief walk in the old city center, and around nightfall we can witness the 
feeding of wild Hyenas just outside the city. It’s a tradition in this part of 
Ethiopia, you can try it too! 
 
You can stay in a comfortable hotel or a local guesthouse. If you are interested in 
a homestay with a local family let us know, we can organize this.   
 
Accommodation:  Ras Hotel or local guesthouse / homestay 
Meals:   Breakfast 
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Day 3 
Today we spend a full day in Harar. A local guide shows us around in the old city 
center. We will visit several museums and landmarks. It is also the place where 
His Majesty Haile Selassie I grew up, and with our Rastafari tour leader we will 
explore His early steps. We explore the little alleys and colorful streets, roam the 
lively market, and visit traditional houses. Don’t be surprised if local people 
invite you for tea or coffee, Harari people are known for their hospitality.  

Accommodation:  Ras Hotel or local guesthouse / homestay  
Meals:   Breakfast 

 
Day 4 
In the morning we make a fieldtrip to Ejersa 
Goro, the actual birthplace of His Imperial 
Majesty. He was born on a hill in the green 
and peaceful countryside, and on the exact 
spot stands a small orthodox church. We have 
an understanding with the local church 
authorities and they allow us to make 
pilgrimages to this place, and we leave a 
donation for the church so they benefit from 
our visit. The ride to the village is a bumpy 
one over the rough dirt roads of the Ethiopian 
countryside. A normal car cannot make it, so 
we will rent a local elevated minibus. We’ll 
visit the church and make a little hike in the 
countryside. On the way back we will stop in a small town and have lunch with a 
local family. This place is rarely visited by tourists and you can feel the authentic 
African atmosphere.  

The rest of the day you can spend in Harar, our tour leaders and guides stand 
ready to assist you.  
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Accommodation:  Ras Hotel or local guesthouse / homestay  
Meals:   Breakfast and lunch 
 
Day 5 
We drive back from Harar to Addis Ababa. It will be a full day driving. If we leave 
early and if everything goes well, we will arrive in Addis in the late afternoon. We 
make several stops on the way. In Addis you can check in at the airport for your 
flight back home, or extend your stay in Ethiopia.  

If you want to save a full day driving you can choose to fly back to Addis Ababa. We 
can bring you to the airport of Dire Dawa, the second largest city of Ethiopia and 
from there you can fly to Addis in about one hour.  

Accommodation:  - 
Meals:   Breakfast  
 

Bookings and information 

Contact us for departure dates and bookings. We travel in small groups, only 
limited places are available. We can also design customized travel programs for 
individuals and small groups.  

Email:      ibi@rastafari.travel 
Website:     www.rastafari.travel 

 

 

http://www.rastafari.travel/

